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Net new population growth in the City of Boston, 
Since 1970, appears to have reversed two decades of 
decline. This important development is revealed by the 
1972 Census of the Population conducted by the Boston Police 
Department. See Chart 1 and Table 1. This Census provides 
the first conclusive evidence that Boston's population is 
rising. The Police Census, conducted annually, covers all 
persons 17 years of age and over, residing in the City. A 
"Technical Note", included in this report, describes the 
concept and method of this Census, and assesses its compar- 
ability with the Federal Decennial Census. 

When matched with the U.S. Census of Population of 1970, 


the Police Census of 1972 indicates a Boston population 


growth of 18,566 persons, 20 years and over, in the two- 
year period, - an increase of 4 percent. This 2 per ean 
annual rate of growth compares with annual rates of decline 
of -1.4 percent, in the years 1950-60, and -0.8 percent, 

in the period 1960-70. 

After reaching a peak of 801,444 in 1950, the 

population of the City of Boston had declined by 103,363 
persons, from 1950 to 1960, and by 57,010 persons, between 


1960 and 1970. 
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CHART | 


BOSTON'S POPULATION, BY AGE GROUP 
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POPULATION GROWTH SINCE 1970, 
CONCENTRATED IN THE 25 TO 34 YEAR OLDS, 


APPEARS TO HAVE REVERSED TWO DECADES 
OF DECLINE. 
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Growth, since 1970, occurred principally in the 25 
to 34 year age group, and in the more centrally located 
neighborhoods of the City. Both phenomena reflect im- 
portant currents of strength in the re-emergence of Boston 


as a desirable place to live. 


Significance of the New Age Group and Neighborhood Patterns 


The new information on populaticn changes in the City 
of Boston, since 1970, suggests the emergence of 
new trends and patterns of population growth by age group 
and neighborhood structure. ‘The concentration of population 
growth in the 25 to 34 year age group appears to be a re- 
sponse to the growth in jobs and incomes of Boston's 
service activity oriented economy, and the changing life 
styles of this age group, involving a preference for City 
living. 

Population growth—1s occurring principally in-the.city 
Core area and neighborhoods of young singles, young marrieds, 
and elderly, and in transitional neighborhoods, - those 
bearing the main brunt of the shift of population from 


inner city neighborhoods since 1960. 
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The continued, though lessened, loss of population 
in the 35 to 64 year age group suggests that the outflow 
of middle class families from the City has been signifi- 
cantly dampened, but not yet stemmed. 

The emergence of the City Core area, neighborhoods 
of young singles, marrieds, and elderly and transitional 
neighborhoods, as areas of population growth,reveals a new 
pattern of rebirth of the City as a place to live in the 
1970's. In the 1960's, in comparison, population had 
£Llowed to the suburban cities and towns of the metro- 
politan area. 

Though these new trends and patterns involve just 
two years of change, they may be significant in revealing 
a resurgence of Boston as a deSirable place to Live™ as 
well as to core 
Factors in the New Population and Neighborhood Patterns 

A number of local as well as national factors appear 
to have shaped the new demographic patterns. There is 
the growth in jobs and income, related to the continued 


expansion of Boston's service activity oriented economy. 
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There is the rising public and private sector commitment 
to Boston as a place to live, as evidenced by the revital- 
ization of public facilities and capital improvements, the 
large scale effort in urban redevelopment, the construction 
of new housing and the rehabilitation of the old. There are 
the changing lifestyles of young adults, and their prefer- 
ence for City living. There are the currents of strength 
in the more centrally located neighborhoods, drawing on the 
social, economic, fiscal and demographic factors noted. 
Nationally, the era, when growth in the under 19 age 
group dominated population trends in the United States, 
appears to be behind us. In the 1970's, growth in the 25 
to 34 year age group will far overshadow the anticipated 


population changes in all other age groups. 


In essence, the baby boom which fathered suburban 


gxowth in the postwar period, is being succeeded 


by a large growth in the 25 to 34 year olds whose life- 
styles show a strong preference for City living. These 
national demographic changes have fundamental and 
positive implications for the future of our large cities. 


The impact on Boston is already emerging. 
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The New Age Structure of the City's Population 


In the years 1970-72, in comparison with the 1960- 
1970 period, Boston experienced (1) continued growth in 
the 20-24 year age group, (2) a reversal of trend where 
population had fallen moderately in the 1960's, (in the 
25 to 34 and 65 and over age groups), and (3) a signi- 
ficantly reduced loss where the 1960-1970 decline had 
centered, (in the 35 to 64 year age group). 


Population growth in the 1970-72 period, was con- 


centrated in the 25 to 34 year age group, which increased by 
19,629 persons, more than offsetting a decline of 9,641 
persons in the same age group, between 1960 and 1970. See 
Chart 2 and Tables 2 and 3. The 20 to 24 year age group showed 
an increase of 913 persons between 1970 and 1972, in compari- 
son with a 1960-70 rise of 22,628. 

The elderly, 65 and over, also showed a gain of 2,170 


reversing a fall of 3,951 in the decade from 1960 to 1970. 
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CHART 2 
CHANGES IN BOSTON'S POPULATION 


BY AGE GROUP 
960-70 AND 1970-72 


AGE GROUP 
UNDER Ig ae oe 
i960-70 (727 
970-72 Fo] 
20-24 
25 -34 


THE 1970-72 GROWTH IN 
25eh0e34 Y.EAR? OLDS 
FOLLOWED A DECADE HIGHLIGHTED 


35 -64 BY A LARGE LOSS IN THE 
35 TO 64 YEAR AGE GROUP. 
65 & OVER 
ALL AGES 
- 50,000 - 25,000 O + 25,000 #50000 
SOURCE: TABLE | BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
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In contrast, there were continued declines in the 
39-04 year age groups, though the 1970-72.loss of 4,161 
persons was substantially less than the 1960-70 reduction 
of 55,696 persons. In the 1960-70 period the decline in 
the 35-64 year age group had borne the brunt of the City's popu- 
dation loss, reflecting the outflow of middle class families. 
The New Neighborhood Growth Patterns 
The net growth of 18,566 persons, between 1970 and 
1972, centered principally (1) in the City Core Area (Back Bay- 
Beacon Hill and the Central eee which gained 6,867, (2) in neigh- 
borhoods of young marrieds, singles and elderly (Fenway-Kenmore 
and Allston Brighton) augmented by 6,261 persons and (3) in the 
transitional neighborhoods (Jamaica Plain-Parker Hill, 
Mattapan and North Dorchester) which increased by 6,555 
persons. See Chart 3, Map 1, and Table 4. The combined 
growth of these three neighborhood groups was 19,682 persons. 
The older neighborhoods (East Boston, Charlestown, South 
Boston, South Dorchester) experienced a modest growth of 
1,491 persons, between 1970 and 1972, reflecting a new 


stability and emerging new factors of strength in our 
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CHART 3 
CHANGES IN BOSTON'S POPULATION 20 & OVER 


BY NEIGHBORHOODS 
IS960-70 AND I970-72 


CITY CORE AREA i : 


NEIGHBORHOODS 


I960-70 VY 
1970-72 


I970-72 GROWTH 
WAS CONCENTRATED 
IN| THE MORE 
CENTRALLY LOCATED 
NEIGHBORHOODS. 


NEIGHBORHOODS OF 
YOUNG SINGLES, YOUNG 
MARRIEDS, AND THE ELDERLY 


TRANSITIONAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS 


OLDER 
NEIGHBORHOODS 


INNER CITY 
NEIGHBORHOODS 


SUBURBAN TYPE 
NEIGHBORHOODS 


- 50,000 -25,000 ¢) +25000 +50,000 


SOURCE: TABLE 4 BOSTON REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
RESEARCH DEPARTMENT 
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THE MODEST [S970=72 
DECLINE IN OLDER 
AND INNER CITY 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
CONTRASTS WITH 
THEIR LARGE LOSSES 
ag: ; PNe Presa cO— 40 

; DECADE. 
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Older neighborhoods; the loss of population in these 
neighborhoods between 1960 and 1970 was 18,762 persons. 

The inner city neighborhoods of South End, Washington 
Park-Model City, which had undergone a reduction of Bowe 5 2 
persons, in the decade of 1960-70, experienced a continued, 
but much lessened decline of 828 persons, between 1970 


and 1972, revealing a new pattern of stabilization. 


The suburban-type neighborhoods of West Roxbury, 
Roslindale, and Hyde Park showed mixed trends with West 
Roxbury increasing by 1,849 persons and a combined decline 
in Roslindale and Hyde Park of 3,591 persons from 1970 


BmOOT97T2. 


All neighborhoods participated in the growth in 25 to 
34 year olds, but there was a relative concentration of 
growth in three neighborhood groups. The neighborhoods 
of young marrieds and young singles, Fenway-Kenmore and 
Allston-Brighton had the largest share of the growth with 
an increase of 5,211 persons in this age group. The City 
Core Area, including the Central Area and Back Bay-Beacon 
Hill, also showed a gain of 4,788 persons. The transitional 


neighborhoods of Jamaica Plain, Mattapan and North Dorchester 
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experienced an increase of 3,500 persons in this age group. 
These patterns highlighted the residential location pre- 
ferences of the 25 to 34 year age group. 

All neighborhoods, with the exception of the City 
Core Area, and transitional neighborhoods, experienced a 
continued loss of population in the 35 to 64 year age 
groups. 
National Demographic Patterns 

fn the 1960's, growth in the under-19 age group, 
reflecting the postwar baby boom and suburbanization, 
dominated the Nation's growth. From 1960 to 1970, an 
increase of 7.6 million persons under 19 made up more 
than one-fourth of the Nation's populaticn growth of 
24.1 million. See Chart 4 and Table 5. 

For the 1970's, the U.S. Bureau of the Census projects 
a fundamental change in growth patterns. In the 1970-80 
decade, the projected growth of 11.6 million 25 to 34 year olds 
will make up more than two-fifths of the total population 
increase of 26.1 million foreseen. In effect, a basic new 
era is emerging with large consequences for the redirection 
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CHART 4 
ACTUAL AND PROJECTED CHANGES IN THE POPULATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
BY AGE GROUP 
I960-70 AND IS70-80 


(MILLIONS 


OF 
PERSONS) 
12 


960 - 70 
1970 - 80 


IN THE NATION AS A WHOLE, 
THE DOMINANCE OF GROWTH 
IN THE UNDER 19 AGE GROUP 
IN THE 1960'S IS GIVING WAY 
TO A LARGER ROLE OF THE 
25 TO 34 YEAR OLDS IN 

THE 1970'S. 
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Table 1 


LONG TERM PATTERNS OF POPULATION, BY AGE GROUP, 
CITY OF BOSTON 


Total 


Population 


7/0,316 
801,444 
Sa RRS NEP 
641,071 


Bo9,230 


230,628 
-104,247 
mow, 126 
melo, 159 


1940-70 


U.S. 


Population, 


Under 

20 20-24 
230,529 6/7323 
2o4 992 69,288 
225,406 54,480 
292 17,108 
243,446" 7./8,016 
+ 1,463 + 1,965 
- 8,506 -14,808 
- 9,690 +4+22,628 
- 346* + 908 


Bureau of the Census, 
19500 


1940, 


L960; 


25-34 


Ue oie 
BD pra chee 
88,6 91 
Tt Dita 
eloPi=13¥4 


+ 1,758 
-38,828 
- 9,542 
+19,629 


35-64 


285,432 
294,811 
244,755 
foo, O059 
184,898 


ae pid 
=50,,056 
ayy 710.90 
- 4,161 


Censuses of 
1970 
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Boston Police Department, Census of Population 


17 Years of Age and Over 


* Estimated as follows: 


Changes in the under 20 year olds are closely associated with 


those of the 35-64 year age group. 
the decline in the number of persons under 20 was one-sixth 
that of the decrease in the 35-64 year olds. 
increase in the black population, with their larger number of 
it is estimated that the rate of decline of the 
in relation to the 35-64 year olds, would be half 


children, 
under 20's, 


that in the 1960-70 decade. 
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Table 2 


CHANGE IN POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS 20 AND OVER, 


BY sNELGHBORHOODS,.CLTY Or BOSTON, -1970=7.2 
Change in Population, 1970-72 
All Age 
Groups 
Neighborhood* 20 and Over 20-24 25-34 35-64 65 and Over 
City Core Area Neighborhoods + 6,867 = 7412 + 4,788 + 2,011 + 480 
Neighborhoods of Young Singles, 

Young Marrieds and Elderly +97, 264 +1,349 + 5,638 — 683 +3 F957 
Transitional Neighborhoods + 5,554 + 58 + 3,987 + 503 +1,006 
Older Neighborhoods + 1,491 - 170 nar aus): ey 2 +1,005 
Inner City Neighborhoods = 828 cate aed fro! nee eT eine) = heal ee SET: 
Suburban Type Neighborhoods <i); he + 821 + 1,085 - 3,147 on BOUL 
Ciivelotais +18,566 + 913 +19,629 ~ 4,109 #27 170 


* Planning Districts included in Neighborhood Types are as follows: 


City Core Area: 

Neighborhoods of Young 
Singles, Young Marrieds 
and Elderly: 

Transitional Neighborhoods: 

Older Neighborhoods: 

Inner City Neighborhoods: 
Suburban Type Neighbor- 
hoods: 

source: 


U.S. Bureau of the Census, 


Back Bay-Beacon Hill, Central. 


Fenway-Kenmore, Allston-Brighton 

Jamaica Plain-Parker Hill, North Dorchester, Mattapan 
East Boston, Charlestown, South Boston, South Dorchester 
South End, Washington Park-Model City 


Roslindale, West Roxbury, 
Census of Population, 


Hyde Park 
1970-; Boston Police Census, 


Tabulation prepared by Mary Tompkins, Boston Redevelopment Authority, Research 
Department, March b9, 1973. 
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Table 3 


CHANGE IN POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS 20 AND OVER, 
BY NEIGHBORHOODS, CITY OF BOSTON, LO f0a se 
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All Age 
Groups 
Neighborhood* and Over 20-24 25-34 35-64 65 and Over 
City Core Area Neigh- ale ee 45,375 LOZ OSS Mes pa ns L570 ou 6,498 
borhoods (1970) 364-506 10 497 8,444 i bee Ws fh 6,018 
Neighborhoods of Young 7 2,806 25,3899 18,483 20 Ge ES yes 
Singles, Young Marrieds 72,045 24.950 Peto 21,646 13,024 
and Elderly 
Transitional Neighborhoods 84,585 UZ Fae 19,252 36Re2 23 16,984 
Facet 2 OOS LO She prada Be oF PS: 
Older Neighborhoods 1)87 825 L3., 394 21,024 SZ ald 22,464 
107,444 13,544 18,466 aie gerne, 21,459 
Inner City Neighborhoods 56,442 7,411 14,101 25,886 9,044 
Sue aa 0 8,144 by Aa PAS Pd aE OSE, 9,821 
Suburban Type Neighborhoods 71,141 9,146 NZS ese 34,188 14,917 
Te,0a> aie oS. ht apis 18 Je: SS iigeos 15,418 
City Doras 445,784 78,016 95, 922 184,898 83,888 
ADT P7218 Ti PLoS LOSS 189,007 wir eRe 


* Planning Districts included in Neighborhood Types are as follows: 
City Care Area: Back Bay-Beacon Hill, Central 
Neighborhoods of Young Singles, 

Young Marrieds and Elderly: 
Transitional Neighborhoods: 
Older Neighborhoods: 


Fenway-Kenmore, Allston-Brighton 

Jamaica Plain-Parker Hill, North Dorchester, Mattapal 
East Boston, Charlestown, South Boston, South 
Dorchester 


nne ity Neighborhoods: . south End, Washington Park-Model Ci 
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Table 4 


CHANGE IN POPULATION 20 AND OVER, 
BY NEIGHBORHOODS, CITY OF BOSTON, 1960-70 AND 1970-72 


Change Population, 1960, 1970 and 1972 
Neighborhoods* ‘ 1960-70 1970-72 1960 1970 1972 
City Core Area Neighborhoods + 972 + 6,867 3755361 38,508 45,375 
Neighborhoods of Young Singles, . 

Young Marrieds and Elderly - 1,326 +97, 202 Ke ta 72,045 79,306 
Transitional Neighborhoods =< EG, 555 + 5,554 857069 79,01 84,585 
Older Neighborhoods ~ 18,762 + 1,491 126,206 107,444 10851935 
Inner City Neighborhoods - 28,552 oa 828 85,822 57 palo 56,442 
Suburban Type Neighborhoods 7,207 - 1,742 65,776 Lapua Ti paed 
City Totals - 47,062 +18,566 474,280 427,218 445,784 


* 


Planning Districts included in Neighborhood Types are as follows: 


City Core Area: 

Neighborhoods of Young Singles, 
Young Marrieds and Elderly: 
Transitional Neighborhoods: 
Inner City Neighborhoods: 

Older Neighborhoods: 

Suburban Type Neighborhoods: 


Back Bay-Beacon Hill, Central 


Fenway-Kenmore, Allston-Brighton 

Jamaica Plain-Parker Hill, North Dorchester, Mattapan 
South End, Washington Park-Model City 

East Boston, Charlestown, South Boston, South Dorchester 
Roslindale, West Roxbury, Hyde Park 

Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970; Boston Police Census, 1972. Tabulation prepared 
by Mary Tompkins, Boston Redevelopment Authority, Research Department, March 19, 1973. 
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Table 5 


ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS OF THE POPULATION 
OF THE UNITED STATES, BY AGE GROUP 
(Number of People, in Thousands) 


Change 


1960 1970 1980 1960-70 1970-80 
$e, O67 204,800 230,855 ee Ae acd HG, o> 
28337 L784. 22,748 = 37153 ++ @5 564 
Loy oe 2 19,876 19,340 + 1,064 - 36 
16,924 20,005 17,499 + 3,881 =~ii6 3, 306 
13,455 19,285 24 0 + 5,830 + 886 
i), 124 Lites 21,024 + 6,052 + 3,848 
10,940 134/58 19, 500 + 2,818 + 5,742 
dil. 1D Ti 20 17,400 ~ 458 + 5,880 
2543 bh 4 Gre: phe yas oa i saa weg eo +) 2,706 
VEZO7TS 1 SLs LIiso43 + 240 ~ Swe 
10,915 25 200 Poo? +e 1295 ie L ke 
9,657 117059 tL .418 4% Gel 4 02 + 359 
So, 477 9,992 11,294 thelr) Bel 5 +i) pee 
7,144 8,656 9,769 Ho ae ees 1 isl, LS 
67.293 eye ae Bb, 239 + 538 + 1,408 
4,769 5,634 6,447 + 865 + 813 
and over a Oe T9691 7-017 + 2,098 + 1,326 
69,520 Tite ad SGr 208 [+ 7,622 Pas EO 
Pee 2 4. A Diy fared OF 21,024 te, Ons + 3,848 
Zo, O18 25,218 36, 900 + 2,360 [4+ 11,622 
24, 220 237026 25 AST = 17095 +. 7927331 
4 Psa WE a 23,269 22,450 win, bY - 819 
ey Oo. 18,648 214 063 f°, ay O27 +. e2,4.5 
nd over 16,685 ARUP Rayo" 2a US + 3,471 + 3,547 


U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, 


Population Estimates and Projections; Series P-25, No. 476, 
February 1972. 
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Tanla 6 
CHANGE IN THE POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON, 1970-72, 
BY AGE GROUPS 20 AND OVER; 
COMPARISONS OF U.S. CENSUS OF 1970 AND THE BOSTON POLICE LIST* OF 1972 
U.S. Census of 


Boston Police Department Population Change 


es, 


Age Groups Population, 1970 Census, 1972 1970 - 1972 
Tota L Male Female Total Male Female TOGad. Male Female 

20-24 Heel S 33,206 43,897 77006 SL 42,845 + 913 +1,965 - 1,052 
25-34 79,349 39,145 40,204 98,982 48,235 5G, 1747 +19,633 +9,090 +10,543 
35-44 60,719 Zo, 226 31,493 597050 20,901 30, 089 - 1,669 - 265 - 1,404 
45-54 657457 30,061 Se poh Le 64,685 307,242 34,443 ~ ele frees Peach ~ he 
55-59 32 Uae Ls 250 Lo peo FO WIS7 139603 Ly, 304 - 1,146 - 217 - 928 
60-64 BOC T4959 13.7043 L/L Oo SO 7226 Ses Hs de tel - wae - 230 _ 293 
65-69 26,891 10, 906 5,585 PO py o4 10,898 15,656 - se - 8 - 329 
70-74 22,318 8,413 14,165 22, 180 8,692 14,018 > = 132 + 279 ~ 147 
75-79 ge eye Weis: pe ae 9, 260 L 16,485 6,208 LO eke + S52 + 236 + 316 
80-84 Oe o> 3,396 6,409 YG 8 pes CWA fe 6,992 + 932 + 349 + 58s 
85+ erie vas Pampa igs 4,420 7,402 2,479 4,923 + 850 + 347 + 503 

Total 

Over 20 427,218 189,350 25h ,aGp 445,784 201,077 244,707 18,566) +l 27 + 6,839 

Ja pars el hy dl Shs, 

And Over CLs 30,819 50,940 83,888 ot 8 Pe 51,866 foe Lek rep eu + 926 


* One of the principal functions of the Boston Police List is to identify eligible voters, 
18 years old and over; information on the population less than 18 was not obtained, thus 
limiting the scope of comparison with the U.S. Census of Population. 
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Table 7 


1970-72 POPULATION CHANGE IN THE AGE GROUPS 20 AND OVER 
BY PLANNING DISTRICTS, CITY OF BOSTON 


Total Change 


20 & Over 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-74 75+ 
East Boston* + 124 - 561 + 558 - 460 SS alt + 79 + 223 154) e242 
Charlestown + 839 + 174 + 414 - 59 LS + os + 8 + 44 + 80 
South Boston ‘ + 899 Todi: eee esog: Seta 65) See a eee $479 "yp eo eae 
Central + 3,289 = 339 capt Ab alah LF ee 2 + 484 + 204 + 227 + 344 + 300 
Back Bay-Beacon Hill + 3,578 am ae fal go" Bin Phew + 590 + 239 - 116 - 149 - 106 - 58 
South End - PAG - 147 + 605 + 103 - 180 i TLRS - 184 - 196 - 103 
Fenway-Kenmore + 2,499 + 844 + 1,744 am a eksisk + 45 - 93 — AONE - 124 - 97 
Allston-Brighton + 4,762 + 505 + 3,894 mee 1! - 199 - 168 - 137 + 271 + 907 
Jamaica Plain-Parker Hill + 2,037 - 211 ceed Heys 8 Saf + 59 =F ES - ele - 17 + 151 + 884 
Washington Park-Model Cities - OueL - 586 + 968 - 384 + 18 - 94 - S55 - 334 - 144 
Washington Park ~ 945 - 266 + 6 - 426 - fz! ~ 41 + Z - 147 - 
Campus High —= 235 + 26 _ i - 33 - 46 - 24 ~ 28 =. 79 ee 
Model City + 569 - 346 + 963 + eis} 5 al Bs By - 29 - 29 - 108 - 94 
Dorchester + 3,146 + 396 + 3,658 - 484 + ey - 443 =e 53 - 193 + 350 
Dorchester 1 + 383 + 150 + 481 - 284 + 2 LOL + 9 - Ji - 41 
Dorchester 2 - Sir ae Se ee | + 988 - 844 = e212 - 405 - 211 _ IQ 4 256 
Mattapan + 3,134 + 119 + 2,189 + 608 + 225 - 139 + 49 - 52 es es 
Roslindale - 1,603 + 109 + 222 - 424 Se AG - 188 cenit © A era = 369° (= 505 
West Roxbury + 1,849 + 729 + 801 - 320 - 74 ey +. 175 + 296 + 353 
Hyde Park - 1,988 - 17 + 62 - 807 - 639 - 129 - 180 - 197 - 81 
City Totals +18,566 + 913 +19,629 -1,669 Ce ere eS -1,145 =mie523 7177. +2;347 


* Includes Harbor Islands and Crews of Vessels 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970; Boston Police Census, 1972. Tabulation prepared 


by Mary Tompkins, Boston Redevelopment Authority, Research Department, March 19, 1973. 
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Table 8 
POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS 20 AND OVER, 
BY PLANNING DISTRICTS, CITY OF BOSTON, 1972 AND 1970 


rota 
20 and Over 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-74 75+ 
East Boston* (1972) 26,900 20 r 5,064 =3,983 5,063 2,543 Pa Gee Pgh 9 he ge fava 
(1970) 26, /70 3,428 4,506 4,443 - poy 2,464 L930 2,818 2,0k3 
Charlestown 10,376 1,494 hep LUG 1592. n Gray i 8 830 764 pee 704 
J, Oo7 ae I, 0G6 bihpy aco § By fos fos 767 756 1, 0v7 624 
South Boston Ae 1a 3,058 4,393 3,002 4,599 2,257 2,066 S,aee a Sao 
24,891 2, 968 B125 3,747 4,642 2,264 2,019 3,140 2, oe 
Central 18,888 2,214 4,576 2105 3,000 1,503 5 Ls WY fo 2,014 1,441 
Bp ke 2,053 3,039 Py so Ke 27a 1,299 1,148 1,670 1; dee 
Back Bay-Beacon Hill 26,487 irom es 8,656 Aiyrtilan 2etl4 910 aed er ad 1,848 d Wpsye T 
222909 7,944 5,405 eyo LOTS 1,026 P2TO =< Looe L723 
South End Re pe 1,987 3,920 2,000 2,554 OTL 1,109 Lode 1,148 
16,554 ee he ey eR, P fine te ey roe Loo ¥,293 2,088 Ly aod 
Fenway-Kenmore 25,928 12,240 5,429 ay si 1, Oo. 195 $21 1,861 1,264 
23,429 11,396 a, aos 1,456 By gaye} 888 yeres 1,985 1, 36% 
Allston-Brighton 53, a7 13,639 13,054 4,559 Sy ee: 2,907 3,141 6,265 4,591 
48,616 13,134 9,160 4,870 a7 aeu 3075S Sp2i6 5,994 3,684 
Jamaica Plain ct te Sieg: Pee 7,063 4,229 4,410 ep fs) 2,408 4,198 Zs we 
94 by fi eo 5,642 57100 4,170 4,529 af7s0e 2,425 4,047 2,834 
Washington Park-Model 

Cities 40,105 5,424 biomes Wh TpU30 6,784 2,542 2,140 3,348 2,656 
40,716 6,010 fale 7,414 6,766 2,636 2¢i95 3,682 2,800 
Washington Park 10,810 1,465 2,OL2 A EAE 1,758 652 566 970 814 
pol BP ps) by tsk 2,806 2,199 L7E3L 693 564 LET 814 


* Includes Harbor Islands and Crews of Vessels 
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Table 8 (Continued) 


POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS 20 AND OVER Page 2 
BY PLANNING DISTRICTS, CITY OF BOSTON, 1972 AND 1970 


Total 
20 and Over 20-24 25-34 - 35-44 45-54 55-59 60-64 65-74 75+ 

Campus High (1972) 844 140 aly s} 19 / 145 64 60 81 62 
(1970) LA079 114 176 150 191 88 88 160 ahs be 
Model Cities 23, Goa: SOLS 1, 94 5,140 4,881 1,826 1,524 2,297 1,780 
27,882 4,165 Op2 ow 5, 065 4,744 LA(sisys) 1,543 2,405 1,874 
Dorchester 96,702 12,645 Zl 636 14,280 15 OL '7,089 7,023 ELsse2 ie393 
93,556 12,249 Ld US 14,764 15,289 Wipe) PhAAL IAS 1g bpsyes 7,043 
Dorchester 1 (North) 19,789 27159 47 UIs7 2), aD 3,364 aeaye is! Load, 2, Loo US sis Be 
19,406 2,609 3,636 Sas S302 1,482 sos 2,254 ie Lay 0 
Dorchester 2 (South) 45,869 55955 9,467 6,651 Lp2o3 3,350 S77 DaO o, GSAlstsis eer Key. 
46,240 5,828 8,479 7,495 7,465 3, 10u 35/4 5 Ose Sie oS es 
Mattapan 31,044 cree ielah 8,052 4,754 4,687 2, 150 pps ba hy S* 3,284 207.0 
27 oh 0 3,812 5 863 4,146 4,462 2,289 2, 0GY S556 1935 
Roslindale 24,647 377,209 4,601 3 56 4,149 2,057 2,024 Sy 2n0 1,962 
26;, 250 BOLO 4,379 3,940 4,472 2,245 PP ASA 3,588 2,469 
West Roxbury 25, 04:7 Bae 4,385 3,188 4,191 2255 2,438 3,,Gp7. 2,408 
24,098 2,496 3,584 3,508 4,265 27360 2,205 Soo 2,055 
Hyde Park 20,547 2,802 3,904 2,981 3,943 LAOS Alyy Sys S) De ess Ue SS 
225.555 2,819 3,842 3,788 4,582 27052 1,723 2poke Lee asia 
City Totals 445,784 hey ons, 98,982 59,050 64,685 SO 793u 30,226 49,264 34,624 
427,218 47, 108 19,353 60,719 65,457 32,082 30,749 49,441 S25 ada 


Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, 1970; Boston Police Census, 1972. Tabulation 
prepared by Mary Tompkins, Boston Redevelopment Authority, Research Department, March 19, 1973. 
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Technical Note: 

Comparisons of Population Concept and Coverage of the 
Federal Census (1970) and the Boston Police Listing, 
Piwhe ) 

A primary source of information for Boston's population, 
in inter-censal years, is the Police List, a compilation 
prepared annually by the Police Department, and amended by 
the Elections Department to include voters whose change of 
address is effective January l. The Police List comple- 
ments and may be compared with the Federal Census, which 
provides decennial information a the population. 

The Police Department compiles an annual listing of 
the City's population, between January and March. Mate 
cards are verified and finalized by April 1, and a complete 
listing of Boston residents as of January 1 is available 
BPeewone 1. As of January ‘1, 1972, the uotien number of 
Boston residents aged 20 and over was 417,496. Between 
January and October 15, an additional 28,288 persons were 
added and represent voters who were registered by the 
Election Department, but had not been on the Police List. 
This new total of 1972 City residents aged 20 and over was 


445,784. This figure, however, is not adjusted for deaths 
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and the in- and out-migration which occurred in Boston during 
this nine month period. An estimate has been included for 
those population groups not covered in the Police List, but 
registered in the Federal Census, (See Table Hb 

The differences between the Police List eine and that 
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census, apart from the omission 
of the population under the age of 17, are not large, and 
tend to be offsetting. The doublecounting which could occur 
from the possible misspelling of name and/or address or 
errors in listing the previous wedrees are thought to be 
offset by undercounting which could occur from the failure 
of the police canvassers to identify additional new or sub- 
divided residential units. It is considered that the record- 
ing of the residents in low turnover neighborhoods has a 
high degree of accuracy, while the registering of the 
residents in the high turnover and certain ethnic and 
minority neighborhoods is poorer. Even so, despite the 
differences in coverage between the Police List and the U.S. 


Census, the Police List achieves between 93 and 97 percent 
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accuracy.* Hence, the 1972 population aged 20 and over 
(445,784) is considered to be a reasonable and accurate 


estimate, though it may be on the low side. 


Estimate of Population of Boston in 1972; Adjustment of the 
Police List Count for Federal Census Concept and Coverage 


The following table presents an estimate of the 
population in Boston in 1972. Starting with the Police 
List Count, factors are added or subtracted to adjust the 
Police List to the Federal Census concept and coverage. 


Each factor is described below. 


Table A 
BOSTON'S POPULATION, 20 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, 1972 


mei 9/2 Police Census Count, as of 


October 15 445,784 
2. Armed Forces rf: 919 
3. Crews of Vessels + 27 
4. Transients + 740 
5. Americans Abroad —- 2,724 
6. Students Undercounted in Police List + 1,038 
7. 1972 Population According to Federal 

Census Definition 445,784 

* Accuracy is expressed as: 1960 Police List 


1960 Federal Census, 20 and over 


(1960)" 463,612 =" .97 
(1960) 474,280 


ors 


The comparable figure for 1970 is .93. 


7 
7 — _ 
LP oe 7 


a = 
. _ 7 
> Ot hee $e wy ote 7 a oer 
rave bas OC beps soitelageq SYOh af .sanem-*. 


i 
= 


ee 


sisicos Bas eidahomaer 2 - acto idyedtsnoo et (DBT <i 


ia 


oe fa wel si Ae att ven $i dpodd .ade 


a : 
“) } % »: tax = «ph j\ » - a | + | ‘ibe ea rae we | ie [eros a oa 7 
© 3 4 ) Taq d ' ae | St$ a “WT: snus a* % t t a z's . 
— 7 : 7 vt - cs = 


I - 5 fry o (Ss ot tS tf si tie: Ol Wel [ot sdr 


eo loa iw gos SverL i ty 
> a ib : i ¥ 7 Ste ry Fhe 


( FO4 4O Asay Of .@olvArUGOd 2 °Ro 


+o @6 .3nwoD syened eaziod & 

bet Cb ae t2IoISO 

ce ° : keowss lott 

: ; sloendy %o awe 
‘AY . | ejnoties sce 

met Ss ie bays sheath 

“66.1 4 tail avife? at bhejodectebsle wiasbus2 7 

) istebei of phibranos anhigg 

DST hed noisi:ais 


a : a. 


= - Jai eT 146 Soweurtjze of WORE 
evo bas Of , evened faxche S60f 
i oe ct ’ 


y 
an 
a) 
& 


- 26 - 


Since the Boston Police Department and the Federal 
Census do not collect identical information, it is important 
to know the nature of the differences in concept and coverage. 
In both counts, the inmates of institutions are enumerated 
at the institutions. Differences in the enumeration between 
the Police List and the U.S. Census occur in (1) the enumer- 
ation of all population vs. legal poet aenrael7 years of age 
and over, (2) the persons absent overseas, (3) the members 
of the armed forces, (4) the crews of vessels, (5) the 
college students, and (6) the transient population. 

1. Place of Abode 

The primary difference between the Police List count 
and that of the U.S. census is that the Police List enumerates 
legal residents aged 17 and over, while the Federal census 
lists all those residing at their usual place of abode 
(or where found, in the case of transients). By the Federal 
definition, an individual's "usual place of abode" is the 
place where he lives and sleeps most of the time, not 
necessarily the same as his legal residence, voting residence 
or domicile. To the City, however, "usual place of abode" 
is not only where a person regularly sleeps, but his permanent 


residence, in the sense of voting residence or domicile. 
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Domicile is defined as the place with which a person has 
a settled connection for determination of his civil status 


or other legal purposes. 


The Police List began enumerating the 17 to 19 year 
Olds in 1971 (due to the eheanges in the voting laws). 
Prior to this time, only residents aged 20 and over were 
listed. Comparing the 17 to 19 population group with 
that enumerated by the Federal Census suggests that the 
Police List has not yet achieved sufficient accuracy 
in the recording of these age eeeeeh Consequently, 
comparisons of these two censuses are based on the population 


20 years and over. 


2. Armed Forces 
The Police List does not enumerate military personnel 


living on bases in Boston. 
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In thé Police survey, any members of an enumerated 
family, or persons who formerly lived with such a family, 
serving with the armed forces or the Peace Otic are 
enumerated with that family. All such persons are enumerated 
whether located in or outside of Massachusetts, if they are 
presumed to be alive on January 1 of the census year. 

In contrast, in the Federal Census, persons ‘a the 
armed forces quartered on military installations are 
enumerated as residents of the districts in which their 
installations are located without respect to place of 


domicile. Members of their families are enumerated where 


they actually reside. Americans in the armed forces overseas 


are not included in the population of any of the States 


or the District of Columbia. 
iu 


Using 1970 Census figures, there are 1,410 Boston 


residents in the armed forces, of whom 429 are in military 
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barracks and, therefore, not counted in the Police tist 

as Boston residents. Of the remaining 981 military, perhaps 
50 percent consider themselves permanent Peres and/or 

are counted, leaving another 490 uncounted as Boston residents 
in the Police List. This is a conservative estimate of 


military underenumerated as Boston residents in the Police 


List since it does not include dependents of military. 


A 


3. Crews of Vesseis 
The crews of vessels of the U.S. Navy and of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine in the U.S. harbors are counted by 
the Federal census as part of the population of the ports 
in which their vessels are berthed on April l. This is, 
again, in contrast to the Police List which enumerates 
only such civilian, military and naval personnel who 
claim no other place as their usual permanent place of abode. 
1 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population, 


General Social and Economic Characteristics, Massa- 
chusetts, PC (1)-C23, Tables 84 and 85. 


_ 
— 


-@ = ' , 


t oshfot afd. cn? Botmdo toa omntoredds hes 
hy he : 
eqam@soy ,yxeteiin Lge peinterss ef? 7006 -edashkase ¢ 


to frm Bt nabieex 2 Ao reer KE naeS wanes sehkeaom 

adn % * notbed ga bSomwooetr ced wertrone paiveol « 
to gg: waties evideviegenos 8, 64 aad? 28h? 
satiaan att ai eaneishees aoteot 36 Bade comers 8 By : 

ey (egret —— sdaohueqe’ sculsasc ten ang 2% 


D , i? 
va —_ ts PF ow 


ert to ters yved .2.0 of? 19 elsatev 36) Sweet: 


=| bos ton ee atodisi 22.U 9d3ai eatteM gasts 


—. 


atone oct 20 robsalugea sit 2e J16q era A 
gi etd? .f Bisqa ao bedsaed ox =Lesaen tied) ¥ 


aatexsmuce Cobdw teic sasloed eft o sewstnee- “3 


odw Loaner ieg saathaie bas questi lion ELIE ft: 


‘a 
_ 


.sbods: 20 apelq tacasrisq, leave iied ne sola neste 


ioistetuqge? 20 eueme? OTeI «uaene off 30 
~panen eoivetzedoezsds 2inenoo® bas [sicos ater 
.28 baw $6 soldat oT a y 


CaS Len 


The 1970 Federal Census counted 27 crew members. 


4. Transient Population 


The Federal Census enumerates transient population 
where found if there is no usual place of tne ace whereas, 
the Police List does not count those with no permanent 
abode. Since rooming house managers list only those they 
consider permanent residents rather than all transients, there 
will be an undercount of this population group. MThis re- 
sulting undercount of persons is conservatively estimated 
as 5 percent of rooming housing pee icenee and 15 percent 

1 
of those in "other group quarters" who were not members 
of religious orders. Because data on religious were avail- 
able only for the Archdiocese, the religious in Boston were 
estimated as 26 percent of the more than 7,000 religious 
2 
in the Archdiocese of Boston. Twenty-six percent was chosen 
because it is the ratio of elementary and secondary Catholic 
school teachers in the City to those in the Archdiocese, 
3 
according to the Catholic School Directory. This was the 
only figure readily available on Church personnel in the 
City related to those in the Archdiocese. 
if 


Ibid., Table 84. 

2 

Boston Catholic Directory, Archdiocese of Boston, 1972. 
3 

Archdiocese of Boston, Catholic School Directory, 1970- 


71, p. 8. 
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5. Persons Absent on Census Day 

Both surveys enumerate those persons who are absent 
from their usual place of residence on Census Day, but the 
Police List includes persons who are absent for. extended 
periods of time, while the U.S. Census ignores them. Local 
enumeration of persons abroad, however, is dependent on the 
individual or family who respond to the Lister. Therefore, 
there could be an undercount of some persons due to house- 
hold members forgetting to mention the absent family members. 

Since the Federal Census does not include Americans 
abroad, it is necessary to estimate the number that might 
be included in the Police List. The method utilized was 
to estimate the number of Bostonians abroad as the propor- 
tion of all Americans abroad ARN times Boston's popw- 
lation, or 5,449 persons. Of erecer perhaps half, or 
2,724 persons would be listed as Boston residents. 
6. College Students 

The Police List enumerates college students 17 years of 
age and older in their usual place of abode in Boston. 

1 

U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970 Census of Population, 


Number of Inhabitants, United States Summary, PC 
(1)-AL, Table 1. 
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The Federal Census enumerates students as residents of 
the communities in which they attend school. 

It was estimated that about 4 percent of Boston's students 
in dorms and apartments were undercounted in the Police List. 
This undercounting was affected by the time of the census, 


possible omissions of some students living together, etc. 
ab 


There are 19,491 students living in dorms’ and at least 
2 


7,501 full-time students in private apartments in Boston. 


1 
Tieeemiceau of the Census, op. cit., PG (ljec23,. p- 305. 


2 : 
Melvin R. Levin and Norman A. Abend, University Impact on 


. Housing Supply and Rental Levels in the City of Boston, 


Boston University, Urban Institute, Occasional Papers, 
February, 1970, p. 4. 
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